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Deborah Halberstadt has extensive experience in environmental law and policy and has devoted 

her career to advocating for and protecting the environment. Deborah is committed to 

implementing California’s innovative, ecosystem driven approach to ocean and coastal 

management and its emphasis on science-based policies and collaborative partnerships. Before 

joining the OPC, Deborah spent ten years in the Office of the California Attorney General 

litigating civil and criminal cases to enforce environmental laws. During that time she worked on 

several multi-jurisdictional teams with local and federal agencies and was cross-designated as a 

Special Assistant U.S. Attorney. Upon graduating from law school, Deborah clerked for the 

Honorable Walter L. Carpeneti at the Alaska Supreme Court in Juneau. Prior to law school, 

Deborah served as a federal legislative liaison in the Office of Governor Gray Davis, handling 

natural resources and environmental protection issues. She also served as director of constituent 

affairs. She was a legislative and policy coordinator in the Office of Lieutenant Governor Gray 

Davis. Deborah earned a Juris Doctor degree from the University of California, Berkeley School 

of Law and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Stanford University. 

 


